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1. ABC NEWS STRINGER DONALD RONK HAS APPEALED BY 
TELEPHONE TO THE PRESS ATTACHE AND BY LETTER TO THE 
CHARGE FOR HELP IN OBTAINING PERMISSION TO RETURN TO 
LAOS TO WORK AS A NEWSMAN. HE ASSERTED, ALONG 

LINES REF C, THAT THA AUTHORITIES REFUTED HIM A RESIDENT 
VISA WHICH COST HIM HIS JOB WITH THE BANGKOK POST AND 
CONSEQUENTLY HE HAD TO LEAVE FOR MALAYSIA TO OBTAIN 
TOURIST VISA TO RETURN TO THAILAND WITHIN A WEEK. HE 
INDICATED THAT THAI'S ACTION IS CONNECTED WITH HIS 
REPORTING: FROM LAOS WHICH CAUSED EXPULSION IN OCTOBER 
1972. 

2. AS INDICATED REFTELS (A) RONK WAS EXPELLED FROM LAOS 
LAST OCTOBER 1 1 ON PERSONAL ORDERS OF PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA PHOUMA FOR ALLEGING IN A WASHINGTONPOST ARTICLE THAT 
THE PRIME MINISTER BRIBED DEPUTIES. SOUVANNA HAD 

INTENDED TO EXPEL RONK TWO WEEKS EARLIER BUT WAS DIS- 
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OCTOBER 1 1 APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN PROMPTED BY NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY PRESSURE. 

3. THE MISSION WAS NOT ABLE TO PERSUADE SOUVANNA TO 
RESCIND THE ORDER BUT ASKED AND OBTAINED 18 HOURS STAY 
OF EXPULSION TO ALLOW RONK SETTLE PERSONAL AFFAIRS. 

RONK APPRECIATED EMBASSY'S HELP AND SAID SO. 

4. IN HIS LATEST CONTACT WITH THE MISSION. RONK INDICATED 
HE WOULD TONE DOWN HIS REPORTING FROM LAOS IF RE- 
ADMITTED TO THE COUNTRY. ON THIS BASIS, CHARGE WILL 

AT EARLIEST APPROPRIATE OCCASION RAISE WITH PRIME 
POSSIBILITY OF READMITTING RONK TO LAOS. WE WILL, 

OF COURSE, INFORM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK AND DEPARTMENT OF 
PRIME MINISTER'S REACTION. 

DEAN 
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